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In America this deprivation of woman's true
function of the home keeper has been rw.ely
and suddenly jarred and thrust on one side, but
not, I believe, permanently, by the idleness which
often comes with unexpected and untraditioned
wealth.

"It is not death, but life that slays:

The night less mountainously lies
Upon our lips, than foolish days*
Importunate futilities."

It may be said that it is not entirely the fault of
the women, or of the men, that this situation
exists, and let me repeat that it applies only to a
very small proportion of men and women in
America, but we happen to be dealing for the
moment with that small number. The Amer-
ican is too much occupied with affairs to have
time to spare for much social recreation; nor has
he cultivated that facility in sympathy, in ex-
pression, and in manner, which makes the arti-
ficiality of Society a comfortablrf relaxation for
him. Our women are almost obliged to surround
themselves, and to use, for social purposes^ Either
very young or inferior men. This is not good
for women* Nothing a woman tires of so soon
in a man as her own virtues and vices; nothing
she so soon learns to despise in a man as her own